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Comments upon the Sacred Writings of the Sews and 


Christians. Exodus Chapter 6 and a: 


N this sixth chapter there is nothing which merits pare 
ticular remark or attention except the fingular cir 
cumstance of the God of Mofes haying given to himfelf 
a higher degree of exaltation. He had formerly pafsed 
under the name and character of Lord—ot God—and of 
God Almighty ; this he declared to Mofes bad been the 
fact in his negociations and concerns with Abraham, 
Tfaac, and Jacob; but now he afiumes a higher tone, and 
dignifies himfelf with the name of Jehovah. Splendid 
efforts of royalty, and worthy of the fplencdid charaGer 
of the Hebrew divinity! This matter is thus stated in 
verfe 3d, of this chapter, “ And i appeared unto Abra- 
ham, ungo Ifaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God 
Almighty ; but by my name Jehovah was [ not known 
to them.” This circumstance furnifhes leffons of in- 
structive contemplation upon the fubject of Theifm. It 
proves the truth of an obfervation that troe Theists have 
often made—which is, that instead of mans’ being mace 
in the image of God, as the christian religion will have 
it, the reverse of the pofition is trne,—man has made 
God after his image. and modified the attributes of the 
divinity upon the principle and plan of his own fenfati- 
on, and the general qualities of his own nature. The 
history of all nations proves, beyond all contradi&ion, 
that Theologists have railed up and let down the charac 
ter of their different Gods according to their own will 
and pleafure.—Moles is doing the fame in this conjuring 
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farce. It is not the Creator of the univerfe that fpeaks 
in thefe cafes where he is faid to have {poken— it is the 
impostor alone that appears. If God had ever {poken 
to man, he would have fpokef ina language uniform 
and univerfal; there would have been no grades or de- 
yradations in his characteg ; he would not have been one 
thing to-day and another to-morrow; but he would have 
appeared in that high and commandit.g attitude which 
comports with the laws of nature and effential qualities 
which reafon and philofophy have a right to alcribe to 
that being in whom all excellence is concentrated. ‘Thefe 
Hebrew conjurers however are leading their god about 
andi directing his opperations as if he were their fervant 
and not their creator; while the magicians of the Egyp- 
tian king are oppofinz him as a falfe divinity in whom 

-v have no confidence, and whofe charaQer forms on- 
ly the bafis on which they rest for new excitements in 
the conturing art of opposition to the conjuring Mofes. 
in the feventh chapter of this book of Exodus the cafe is 
reverled, instead of reducing celestial excellence to a hu- 
man standard, terestrial infinity is exalted and made 
equal to divine perfection itself. Inyproof of which fee 
ihe first verfe of this chapter in which are the following 
werds: “ And the Lord said unto Mofes, fee, I have 
made thee agodto Pharaoh; and Aron thy brother fhall 
be thy prophet.” Here it appears that Moles is mounting 
high and iearing aloft upon the wings of celestial glory. 
He has become a god; but who made him fuch ?—not 
the Creator of the werld, for furely he does not and can- 
jot make man equal to himfelf. But Mofes fays that it 
was the Lord that did it, and who was this Lord of Mofes? | 
are we to conlider him in the light of a European defpot 
cxerciling the power of oreating an order of nobility, and 
of giving to human existence afpurious and factitious 
character? Moles it is faid is the author of the book of 
l_-xodus; if this be true, he must be full of vanity, arro- 
<ance, and prefumption, as in the prefent cafe, where 
uc lays that he was made into a god, and Aron was to 
twit only the lubordinate station of a prophet. When 
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man leaves his true condition in nature, and pretends to 
be what he is not, and what he cannot be, he deferves 
no credit—his word is not to be taken—trick and impos- 
tor characterize all his operations. 


———_————SSSE 
FOR THE PROSPECT. 





The following Laws, recited in the Inquifitive Trave?- 
ler, by E. Cxurcu, will thew whether the institutions 
of our ancestors, fo much extolled by biggots and hypo- 
crits, are worthy of that refpect and veneration which 
is contended for. 


LAWS 
Made in the dominion of New-Haven, in the colony of 
ConneCticut, at its first settlement. 





THE governor and magistrates convened in general ai- 
fembly, are the fupreme power, under God, of this in- 
dependent dominion. 

From the determination of the allembly no appeal fhall 
be made. 

The governor is amenable to the voice of the people. 

‘The governor fhall have only a fingle vote in determin- 
ing any question, except a casting vote when the aflem. 
bly shall be equally divided. 

The aflembly of the people fhall not be difmiffed by 
the governor, but fhall dit nifs itfelf. 

Confpiracy against this dominion fhall be punithed 
with death. 

Whoever fays there is a power and jurifdition above 
and over this dominion, fhall fuffer death, and lofs of pro- 
perty. 

Whoever attempts to change or overturn this dominion 
thall fuffer death. 

‘The judges thall determine controverfies without a jury: 
No one thall be a freeman, or give a vote, unlels hg 
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be converted, anda member in fall communion of one 
of the churches allowed 10 this dominion. 

No man thall hold aay office, who is not found in the 
faith, and iaithful to this dominion. 

] ach treeman thall {we af by the b'effe d God to bear 
true allegiance to this dominion, and that Jefus i is the 
oily kung. 

No Queker, or difenter from the establifhed worfhip 
of this dominion, thall be allowed to give a vote for the 


cle-tion of mazistrates, or any othcer. 
No food or lond2i ag thali be offered to a Quaker, Adam.- 
tte. or other heretic. 


lf any perfon turns Qua cer, he fhall be banifhed, and 
not ge ee to return but on pain of death. 
nall abide in the dominion: he fhall be 
d, and iufler death on his_return. 
Priests may be ieized by any one without a warfant. 
No oue to erois ariver but with an authorized ferry- 


‘ah 


e fhall run en the fabbath-day, or walk in his 
garden, or ellewhere, cxcept reverently to and from 
miceting. 

No one fliall travel, cook victuals, make beds, {weep 
houfes, cut hair, or thave on the fabbath day. 
No woman ihall kifs her children on the fabbath or 


oath fhall begin at fun-fet on Saturday. 
ick an ear of corn growing in a neighbour’s gar- 
| be deemed theft 

A perion acculed of trefpafs in the night, fhall be judg- 
ed guilty, unlels he clear himielf by his oath. 

When it appears (nat é an accuie has conte: derates, and 
he reful<s to ‘difcover nem, he may be racked. 

No one fhall buy or fell lands without the permiflion of 
the felecimen. 

A druokard fhall have a master appointed by the fele& 

* Thole who perform the facredotal fun@tions in Pro- 
testa t Churches or meetings are called ministers, NoT 
prictti—a ince CasuinGion without a dillerence. 
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men, who are to debar him from the liberty of buying and 
felling. 

Whoever publifhes a lig to the prejudice of his neigh- 
bour, fhall fit in the stocks, or be whipped ten stripes. 

No minister fhall keep a {chool. 

Every rateable perfon who refufes to pay his propor- 
tion to the fupport of the minister of the town or parilh, 
fhall be fined by the court ‘wo pounds, and four pouncs 
every quarter, until he or fhe pay the rate to lie mit 
nisters 

Men-stealers fhall fuffer death. 

Whoever wears clothes trimmed with gold, 
bone lace, above two fhillings per yard, fhall be pretent- 
ed by the grand jurors, and the felectmen thall tax the ot- 
dender at three hundred pounds estate. 

A debtor in prifon, {wearing he has no estate, 
let out, and fold to make fatisfaction. 

Whoever {ets a fire in the woods, and it burnsahoutfe, 
fhall fuffer death: and perfons iufpected of this crime 
{hall be imprifoned without the benefit of bail. 

Whoever brings cards or dice into this dominion fall 
pay a fine of five pounds. 

No one fhall read common prayers, keep Christmas, or 
set days, make minced-pies, dance play cards, or play 
on any instrument of mufic, except the drum, trun; pet, 
and jew’s harp. 

No gofpel minister shall join people in marriage ; the 
magistrates only fhall join in marriage, as they may do 
it with lefs {candal to Christ’s church. 

When parents refufe their children convenient mar- 
riages, the magistrate fhall determine the point. 

The feleétmen, on finding children ignorant, may 
take them away from their parents, and put them inte 
better hands, at the expence of their parents. 


ilver, or 


{h i 
hai oe 


Tes ‘ 


Fornication fhall be punifhed by compelling marriage, 
or as the court shall think proper. 

Adultery fhall be punifhed with death. 

A man that strikes his wile thall pay a fine of tew 
pounds; awoman that strikes her hufband fhall be pus 


yilhed as the court directs. 
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A wife shall be deemed good evidence against her 
hufband. : 

No man can court a maid itt perfon, or by letter, with- 
out first obtaining confent of her parents: five pounds 
penalty for the first offence, ten pounds for the fecond, 
and for the third imprifonment during the pleafure of 
the court. 

Married perfons must live together, or be imprifoned. 

I.very male fhall have his hair cut round according to 
a cap. 


The foregoing laws, as well as all thofe made before, 
and fince, by devotees, will remain eternal monuments 
of the tyrannical, oppreflive, perfecuting, and cruel fpirit 
of all religions, and religiops fe&ts, when not under the 
direction and control of reafon. Instead of being called 
blue laws—like thofe of Draco, they thould have been 
written in d/ood, and called rep laws. Instead of the 
fober precepts of paternal legiflators, as might naturally 
bave been expected from men who had recently fled from 
oppreflion, they unfortunately brought the contagion 
with thei, fo that we fee nothing but the bitternefs, the 
malignity, and ravings of religious infanity and perlecu- 
tion. Every natural and moral precept, principle, and 
right, are there most grofsly and thamefully violated. By 
those laws, the most favoured and happy were thofe who 
were banifhed ; as thofe who were constrained to live 
under, and to fubmit to fuch laws, could only be confi- 
dered as victims in an inquifition. 

As phyfical anatomists dig up dead bodies, and pre- 
ferve their fkeletons, for the ufe and benefit of the living, 
fo I would prefume I am not lefs justiftable, as a moral 
anatomist, in recalling to view the frailties of our fore- 
fathers, by hanging out their abortions, or- deformed 
monsters, called Laws, in terrorem, that the world may 
judge of the total infufficiency of religion, independent 
of reafon and morality,-to promote temporal peace; and 
that a houfe built on fuch a flippery foundation cannoy 
stand, ry: a 


é 








| 
Profession of faith of a Savoyard Curate, from 


Rousseau, continued from our last. 


No material being can be felf-a&tive ; and I perceive 
that Iam fo. It is in vain to difpute with me fo clear 
a point; my own fentiment carries with it a stronger con- 
viction than any reafon which can ever be brought against 
it. I havea body, on which other bodies a@t, and which 
acts reciprocally on them. This reciprocal action is in- 
dubitable ; but my will is independent of my fenfes. I 
can either confent to or refist their imprefsions; I am 
either vanquifhed or victor, and perceive clearly within 
mytfelf when I act according to my will, and when I fub- 
mit to be governed by my pafsions. 1 have always the 
power to will, though not the force toexecute it. When 
I give myfelf up to any temptation, I act from the impulfe 
of external objects. When I reproach mylelf for my 
weaknefs in fo doing, I listen only to the dictates of my 
will: 1am a flave in my vices, and free in my repen- 
tance: the fentiment of my liberty is effaced only by my 
depravation, and when I prevent the voice of the foul 
from being heard, in oppofition to the laws of the body. 

All the knowledge I have of violation, is deduced from 
a fenfe of my own; and the understanding is known no 
better. When Iam asked, what is the caufe tha: deter- 
mines my will? I askin my turn, what is the caufe that 
determines my judgement? for it is clear that thefe two 
caufes make but one; and, if we conceive that man is 
active in forming his judgement of things, that his un- 
derstanding is only a power of comparing and judging, 
we fhall fee that his liberty is only a fimilar power, or . 
one derived from this: he choofes the good as he judges 
of the true; and for the fame reafon as he deduces 2 
falfe judgment, he makes a bad choice. What then is 
the caufe that determines his will ? It is his Judgment. 
And what is the caufe that determines his judgment? It 
is his intelligent faculty, his power of judging ; the de- 
termining caufe lies in himfelf If we go beyond this 
point, I know nothing of the matter. 
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vot that I can fuppofe myfelf at liberty, not to will my 
own a or to will my ownevil: but my liberty con- 
fists in this very circumstance, that I am incapable to 
will any thing but what ts ufeful to me, or at least what 
appear :& without any foreign object interfering in my 
determination. Does it follow from hence that Iam not 
my own mester. becaufe Lam incapable of afluming ano- 
tocr being, or of divesting myfelf of what is eflential to 
my existence, 

The principle of action lies in the will of a free being 

“we can co no farther, in fearch of its fource. It is not 

e word - rty that has no fi poiication ; itis that of ne- 
celity. Tofuppofe any act or effect, which is not de. 
rived {rom an active principle, is indeed to fuppofe ef- 
fects without acaufe. Either there is no first impulfe, 
or every first t impulle can have no prior caufe; nor can 
there be any fuch thing as will, without liberty. Man 
is, therefore, a free agent, and as fuch animated by,.an 
immaterial fubstdnce: this is my third article of faith. 
From thefe three first you may eafily deduce all the rest, 
without my continuing tonumberthem. 

If man be an activt and free being, he acts of himfelf; 
none of his fpontaneous actions, therefore, enter into the 
sats fystem of Providence, nor can be imputed to it. 
Providence doth not contrive the evil, which is the con- 
fequence of man’s abufing the liberty his Creator gave 
him: it only doth not prevent it, either becaufe the evil, 
which fo impotent a being is capable of doing, 1s beneath 
its notice, or becaufe it cannot prevent it, without lay- 
ing a restraint upon his liberty, and caufing a greater 
evil, by dcebaling his nature. 


To be continued. 
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